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Create a glittery card 
for somebody special. 


Celebrate AG’s 10th 
birthday with a bash 
your friends will love! 


12 


Proud to Be an American Girl!” 


Fun facts about your 
favorite past stories— 
and about you! 


pe, 


A 


so pce sates 
> tae 


Y compare to the best 
Polls from the past. 


4 See how your answers . 


Meet Janel E., age 10, 
Francesca S., age 10, and 
Morgan C., age 9. They 
whooped it up for two days 
at the photo shoot for our 
cover and “Pal Party.” To 
see more photos from the 
shoot, turn to “Behind the 
Scenes” on page 49. 


Look. for fun facts sprinkled throughout the magazine! 


Cover photo: Tosca Radigonda 


Letter from Us 


Dear Reader, 


It’s American Girl magazine’s 10th birthday, 


we want you to celebrate with us. This issue . jam-packed 2 

FUN We have six pages of the best party reuasdtl Hs ary 

: baa in starting on page 12. Award-winning adel Pol co i 

: on a wonderfully wacky birthday story just for a He 
ae 30 to read it. And we're running a special cover sph 
fon the card in the middle 


that we think you're going to LOVE. Look fo 
of the magazine for details. 
Our readers are what m; 
the birthday fun coming allye 
surprises and cool giveaway: 
10 years So GREAT. We couldn’t have done 


ake AG so special, and we'll keep 
ar long. Watch for more reader 
s! Thanks for making the last 
it without 


Nour friends at American Girl 


American( in 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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Buzzword 


American girls everywhere will be 
using this buzzword this season: 


jubilee 


How to say it: JOO-buh-lee 


ee ————————————————— 


What it means: a celebration of a 
special anniversary 


Where it comes from: The Latin word 
jubilare; which means “to raise a 
shout of joy” 


One way to use it: “Join the 
jubilee for American Girl’s LOth 
birthday!” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 
you find it? Answer is on page 40. 


Illustrations: Debra Spina Dixon Cover photo: Bill Tucker 


| shapes 


Cover Girl 


Over the years, more than 60 girls have 
appeared on the cover of AG. In honor 
of our 10th birthday, we got in touch 
with Melissa H., the model whose smile 
brightened the cover of American Girl’s 
January/February 1993 issue. “It was 
exciting when I was picked to be in 

“ai 14% the magazine,” Melissa says, even 
though AG was brand new at the time. She still keeps a copy 
of her special issue. 

Melissa stopped modeling when she was in middle school 
because the job took her out of the classroom too often. She knew 
all along she didn’t want to stay a model forever—she was more 
interested in art. Now 20 and a sophomore in college, Melissa 
hopes to turn her life-long love of 
drawing into a career. She’s studying 
to become a graphic artist, someone 
who designs art for businesses. 
What’s Melissa’s best advice for 
today’s girls? “Find something you 
enjoy doing,” she says, “then learn 
more about whatever it is, and try 
to make a career out of it.” 


Meli¢éa toclay 


(rrks Express 


Abby G. doesn’t have We asked girls to review some hot new games and goodies. 
a typical birthday 

wish list. Instead of 
birthday gifts, she é é 
wants paper towels, : = 
toothpaste, and diapers! Abby, 12, 
asked her pals to bring goods for 


a local homeless shelter to her “It’s up to the players 
party. “There are people who need in this game to guess 
things a lot more than | do,” says whether the story one 
the Wisconsin girl. person tells is a fib...or not! 
: The game really made me laugh, 
Abby’s birthday guests had a and it was a good way to find 


scavenger hunt to collect more 
donations from neighbors. In all, 
Abby and her friends gathered 
enough goods to fill the back 

of her dad’s pickup truck! 


things out about your friends 
and family.” 


PAABA 
Stephanie C. 


ti Age 11, California 


Abby is already planning her next 
party, which she hopes will benefit 
a different good cause. “I want it 
to be a birthday tradition!” 


The next time you’re planning a 
birthday party, think about asking 
guests to bring donations of 
canned goods for a local food 
pantry, clothes for Goodwill, or 
pet food for an animal shelter 
instead of presents for you. 
Follow Abby’s tips, too: 

= Call your favorite charity ahead 
of time to see what it needs. 

= Write your wish list on party 
invitations. 


fame lou it beeps to warn you 
can find a good stopping point in your 
book. When time is up, the light turns 

off. It’s useful and easy to usel” 
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CrrksEixpress ou 


1 Make game cards each one. As the sayings 
like the one shown here, _are read, the other players Your answers: 
using the sayings from use pennies to mark the dF In our September/October 2002 


candy hearts. Don’t use sayings on their cards. 
the same saying twice 


)} issue, we asked you what kind of 
| birthday present you’d most like 


on any one card. Or go 3 _ to receive. Here’s how you voted: 
to Behind the Scenes The first player to I 
at americangirl.com to mark a complete row Caen ga 


. print out game cards. or column—across, up, 
down, or diagonally— 


wins. When you’re 


AL 


Cash 


EE 


: 2 One player draws finished playing, 2 0 2 

: candy hearts from a bag you get to eat Pir 

and reads the saying on the candies! Donation te erenyry af your name 

| ive 111 | 
” | 


Ni, é 
MEL a 


Regular gift, like clothes or toys 


67 


Next question: 


When party time rolls around, do 
you like to celebrate with all your 
friends, boys included? Or do you 
prefer a girls-only get-together? 
Circle one. 


True Story 


Maggie’s faraway friend gave her the best birthday surprise ever! 


pear American Girl, 


My good friend Emily Listes 
|. Since we live so_ 
Sie oF Girl/boy Girls-only 
: parties parties 


ily with some of my 
Emily all around 


it! I was speechless. 
Later that day, we had a party for Em 


other friends. During the week, we took 
and we went to 4 huge 


town, = 
talked a lot! The dast day hee ae 
we knew we wouldn't se each othe! 


‘2pep Upslq poue ‘SSo4ppe ‘oweu 15] Ue 15AIf ANoh YL Sn OL 41 flew poue Aa/sue Anoh Jno Lr 


Til never. how 
the best birthday present 
I ever received! 


Sincerely, 


TM ae Qrennsylvania 


<ceeenevecineneneceececemeamrarmnTnIN oe 
ual 


Check out page 43 for more fun 
questions and answers! 
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Cut ovt Your answer and mail it to vs. 


Sweet Art 
Send your friend a birthday 


e-mail decorated with these 
cute designs. 


birthday 
present: 


birthday 
cake: 


Help Wanted! 


How do you celebrate America’s 
birthday? Do you love to decorate 
your yard for July 4th? Maybe you 
make the same great summer 
dessert every Independence Day. 
Or perhaps you create cute crafts 
with an all-American look. Send 


your best 4th of July ideas to the 

address on page 2 along with 

your first and last name, address, 
| and birth date. 
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(irks xpress 


People Pleaser 


You simply can’t go wrong with this clever cake idea sent in by 


1 Prepare batter for 
one box of chocolate 
cake mix and one box 

of white cake mix 
according to package 
directions. Use the same 
brand of cake mix for 
both flavors. 


Jennifer L., 12, of Virginia. You end up with four different cake 
and frosting combos—something for everyone! 


2 Grease a 9-by-13-inch 
baking pan. Pour half of 
the chocolate batter and 
half of the white batter 
into opposite sides of the 
pan at the same time. 
The batters should meet 
at the center of the pan 
but not mix together. 
Use the remaining 

batter for cupcakes 

or another cake. 


30) Ask an adult to 


bake the cake according 
to the instructions on the 
cake-mix packages. 


4 Once the cake has 
cooled, frost the bottom 
half of the cake with 
chocolate frosting 

and the top half with, 
vanilla frosting. 


The Result: 

Everyone gets what they 
want! Your friends can 
choose chocolate cake 
with chocolate frosting, 
chocolate cake with 
vanilla frosting, white 
cake with chocolate 
frosting, or white cake 
with vanilla frosting. 


New Contest: Design a Watch 


Time flies. It’s been more than five years since we asked you to 
design a wristwatch for the AG contest that got the most entries 
ever—6,796 in all! We'd like to break that record! What would the 
face of your watch look like? Would you make the numbers from 


something interesting? Would your watch have a unique band? 
Draw a picture, write a description, and send your entry—along with 
your first and last name, address, and birth date—to the address 
on page 2, Attention: Watch Contest. Deadline: February 15, 2003. 
Winners will appear in the July/August 2003 issue. 


ee ee Se 


| \cehommmepetteti A MOREE oss 


Birthday Song Contest 


We asked 
you to jot down a jt 
Sine th oo a jingle in honor : 
2 these winning words to the tune of ete _ birthday. 
00. e.” 


ten years came and re 


shee hint ena entrant 
OEE Ee 


y! You're turning ten. 


Your magazine's the best, 
with lots of stories and advice 
For girls from east to west. 


Hurray, hurra 


American Girl, we love you. 
This magazine’s so cool. 

Here’s to you and ten more years— 
American Girl, you rule! 


rthday, American Girl! 


Happy bi 
great. 


| really think you're 
1 want to read your magazine 
Until I'm 58! 


can Girl. 


You're the best, Ameri 
American Girl, it’s true 
You can turn our frowns to grins re m Ce 
the blues! : ov Orn ; 
; Age 11, Nebraska 


And scare away 


Age 10, Massachusetts 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2003 7 


Heart to Heart Sy 


Growing Up 


What’s great about getting older? Is 
there anything you don’t like about 
it? How is your life different now? 


On my thirteenth 
birthday, a lot of 
things changed. 


I went to my favorite restaurant, 
and I found that I can no longer 
order my favorite foods off the 
kids’ menu. On the other hand, 


Age 13, 


alifornia 


When I was little, 
my dad used to 


lift me up high 
into the air and spin me around 
like an airplane. But now that 
I’m older, he can’t do that any- 
more. It’s hard to watch my 
dad play like that with my little 
sister, because I miss doing 
that with him. 

Clore ©, 


Age 10, Illinois 
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My favorite thing 
about getting 
older is being 
able to volunteer more at the 
local soup kitchen. Helping 
people makes me feel good. 
It’s fun and I enjoy doing it 
more than anything! 


}. 


Age 11, Nebraska 


When I turned 
twelve, I realized 
that my parents 
weren't treating me like a baby 
anymore. When I talk to them, 
they take my opinion as an 
adult’s. When I was small and 
did something good, they’d 
say, “Wow.” Now they say, 
“That's wonderful!” and I feel 
they are responding from their 
hearts, not from their reflexes, 
like they did when I was little. 


ahs BG- 


ge 13, Florida 


I love when my 
relatives say, 
“Look how tall 
youre getting!” I think, “They 
noticed!” It makes me feel 
good. The only thing I don’t 
like about growing up is that 
if you do something childish, 
people think you’re immature. 


Katie &, 


Age 12, Wisconsin 


I turned nine 

in April. It was 
s@cool. I felt 
grown-up. I had a sleepover 
for my birthday party, and my 
friends and I stayed up late. 
At amusement parks I can go 
on the huge rides. I couldn’t 
do that when I was .——™ 


only eight. 
It’s fine 
to be nine! 


CL. 


Age 9, New York 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


ee i ae 


One of the best 
things about 
growing up is 
the freedom. I get a lot more 
of it now that I’m eleven. For 
example, I wasn’t allowed 


to stay home alone last year. 
Now I do and I enjoy it! 


Analina fh. 


~ Age 11, Vermont 


I couldn't go to 
sleepaway camp 


when I was 
younger, but now I can. My 
parents are giving me more 
respect and privacy _s=s 
now, too.l of) 
also get paid [J x 
to babysit. P 


Age 11, Michigan 


There are some 
bad things about 
growing up, like 


having more responsibility. But 
there are good things, too. You 
finally start to understand the 
jokes that your family tells at 
holiday dinners. And you get 
to see exciting movies without 
someone covering your eyes. 


Meagan L. 


Age 11, California 


When I was little, 
I would always 
ask my mom, 
“Can I help cook dinner?” She 
always said, “No, you're not 
old enough.” Now I get to help. 
Sometimes 
Teven cook , 
dinner all 
by myself. 


Sina B 


Age 11, Michigan 


Now that I am 

older, I like that 

people listen to 

me. I’m not afraid that they'll 

laugh when I’m being serious. 
sf. 


Age 12, Missouri 


My fifth-grade 
teacher keptus | — 


ae 


American 


informed about 
the news. On September 11, 
2001, he brought in a TV and 
we watched live coverage. It 
was nice knowing he thought 
we were grown-up enough 

to do that, but it was scary 
watching and talking about 
what happened. I think we 
all grew up that day. 


Age fs. lowa 


Growing up is 
fun. You can do 
things like go to 
the mall with your friends. But 
sometimes you lose interest in 
things you once loved. Don’t 
try to grow up too fast. You'll 
get there when it comes. 


lewoe He. 


Age 13, Florida 


Speak from 
Your Heart 


Next subject: Summer fun. What’s 
your most creative way to spend 
a summer day without spending 
much money? Putting on a play 
with your buds? Inventing a new 


| ice cream sundae? Writing the 
_ world’s longest letter to a pen pal? 


nd answers, first and last 
ame, birth date, and photo to: 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562. 


Deadline: February 7, 2003. 
Some answers will appear in the 
July/August 2003 issue. « 


a 


10 


Amelia's Notebo 


= 
, ad 
cd 
oe 


mas 


TEN THINGS THAT DRIVE ME crazy! 


b., ter-side do¥" 


eis o Ag nookie! ” 
| ou $064 BIE 
[ — Foast Falling oasis 


§ 


ee 


t - 
torn comic book 
or, even worse? es 


ight 
oi Shoes 


ofl? who write } in 


pooks ~ 
yt pully with neon 
| a. ats markers 
: L 
: ckitd 
! Ave aslee b 
| reky tag 5 clothe? : Folin le ebr, 
i out © oe ~ zy f we Bee the 
| (ow dream ; 
% oe! ‘ne ending. Se! 


auth gyms? 


V4 j a vy Marissa Moss 
— pare 


VV Aven vuny aah 7. 
Ten THINGS T 
HAT MAKE ME hell 9 
BY ger 
CAR 


yw 


ack 
pa moned) 


ai Bibi ak me 
4 : 
_ AMpossiple +o stay 


Have a 
Pal Party! 


In honor of AG’s 10th birthday, throw a bash for your 
birthday—or any day—using these great party ideas! 


Invitation 


Use markers to write party 
details on a crepe paper 
streamer. Put scrap paper 
underneath the streamer 
while you write in case the 
ink bleeds through. Roll up 
the streamer. Twist half a 
pipe cleaner around it. 
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Best Bud 


Make a snack that’s also a 
decoration! Arrange cupcakes in 
the shape of a flower as shown. 
Decorate cupcakes with brightly 


Friendship . 
Flowers 


Make a pretty “bow-kay.” 
Twist sparkly pipe cleaners 
around a pencil. Remove the 
backings from small gift bows 
and stick them to the pipe 
cleaners. Put double-stick 
tape on the bow backings for 
a stronger hold. Give a flower 
favor to each of your guests. 


7) 
£ 

? : 
& 
oe 


Me 


SayiCh 
Set up ap oto. 10 
corner. Ask 

to hang a colo! 
or curtain as a 


Have guests st 
of the backdro 
a Polaroid or 


a photo to ta 


14 


Collect items from around 
the house, such as a big 
bracelet, a hairbrush, a can 
of soup, or an empty gift 
box. On slips of paper, write 
down settings, such as a 
rock concert or the monkey 
cage at the zoo. Have 
guests pair up. Each pair 
takes a turn picking two or 
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three items from the prop 
bag and a slip of paper. The 
timer starts immediately and 
the players must begin. They 
have three minutes to tell 

a story using the props and 
the setting on the slip of 
paper. If they can’t, they 

try again with new items! 


Ask each guest to bring her 
school photo to the party. 
Put the photos in a bag and 
have each girl pull out a 
photo. The girl in the photo 
each guest picks is the 
person for whom she'll be 


Py 


Friendship Collage 


making a collage. Have 
craft paper, old magazines, 
cute stickers, glue sticks, 
and some good background 
music on hand! When they’re 
finished, present the collages 
to each other. 


Grin Tins 


Save candy tins and turn 
them into picture frames. 
Supply tins, colored paper, 
scissors, glue, double-stick 
tape, pompoms, and sparkly 


pipe cleaners. Line the inside 
of each tin with paper, and 
glue in place. Decorate with 
other items. Guests can add 
their favorite photos later. 


Morgan 


Here’s a silly game to 
play throughout the party. 
When a person shouts out 


her name, the other guests 
must shout out their own 
names, too. The last one 

to shout out her name loses. 


Get together in a circle and randomly grab hands. Players must 
grab the hands of two different people. The object of the game 
is for players to untangle themselves without letting go of each 
other’s hands. At the end, everyone will be in a circle. 


are hard to string, 
fold tape around 

the ribbon end and 
cut into a point with 


Bead beautiful bracelets. For 
each bracelet you will need: 
20 inches of *4-inch-wide 
organza ribbon and 12 beads 
(6-millimeter-sized beads 
work best). Give each guest 
a piece of ribbon and a bowl 
of beads. Each girl strings a 
bead by twisting the end of 
her ribbon and threading it 
through the bead. If beads 


scissors. Then, each 
girl passes the ribbon to 
the next person, until 
ribbons are all strung with 
beads. To wear, wrap a 
bracelet around your wrist. 
Tie a knot and trim the ends. 


Wi) Your guests will 
love this twist on a 
favorite snack. Look for 
frozen soft pretzels at 
the grocery store. Ask an 
adult to warm the pretzels 
following the directions 
on the package. Set up a 
pretzel bar and provide a 
variety of toppings, such 
as salsa, honey, ranch 
dip, caramel or chocolate , 
sauce, and spaghetti j 
sauce. Give each girl 
a pretzel and dip in! 
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Write the names of body 


 patts (such as cheek, wrist, 
knee, hip, foot, etc.) on slips 


of paper. Ask guests to team 
up in pairs. Tip: it helps for 
players to be about the same 
height. A helper chooses a 
slip of paper and reads it out 
loud. Each team must hold a 
playing card using only that 
body part. For example, if the 
body part is “cheek,” the 


players must hold a card 
between their cheeks. The 
helper will need to place the 
card for each-team to hold. 
Once a card is being held, 
players can’t use their hands 
to adjust it! Keep choosing 
slips and adding cards. When 
a team drops a card, they’re 
out. Play continues until only 
one team is left. Play again 
with new teams. 


Additi 


Redder 


Ss: Chris Hynes, Tosca Radigonda Styling: Steven Kelly, Judy 


Oto: 


Ph 


On paper bags, write different 
questions, such as, “What’s 
your favorite movie?” and 
“What’s your dream vacation 
spot?” Ask each guest to 
write her answers on slips of 
paper and put her slips into 
each bag. Hand out charts 
listing guests’ names and the 


categories, as shown. Then 
ask a helper to read the slips 
for the first category. The 
object is to guess who wrote 
each answer. Write guesses 
in the blank spaces on the 
charts. After all of the slips 
are read and the blanks are 
filled in, reveal the answers. 


wi) Make chocolates with 
your chums. Before 
the party, ask an adult to 
prepare the truffle mixture: 
Put 3 cups semisweet 
chocolate chips and 1 can 
(14 ounces) sweetened 
condensed milk into a 
saucepan. Stir constantly 
over medium heat until 
melted. Remove from heat 
and pour into a small bowl. 
Let cool for 2 hours. 


Have your guests wash 

their hands. Let each girl 
roll the chocolate mixture 
into small balls, then dip the 
balls in candy decorations. 
Place each truffle in a paper 
candy cup (available at craft 
stores). Put truffles in small 
boxes (found at craft stores) 
for each girl to take home. 


\ 


Sign On 

Give each guest a photo mat 
to fit a 4-by-6-inch photo. 
Have everyone autograph the 
mats with different-colored 
gel pens. Take a group photo 
at your party. Get 4-by-6-inch 
reprints made and send them 
out with your thank-you cards. 
Guests can put the photos in 
their autographed mats. x 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2003 


AS To create your own birthday e-cards, visit B-Card Central at 


17 


as : | 


Your friend apologizes for 
being late to pick you up for the 
movie. What's her excuse? 


a. There was a last-minute emergency 
at the vet clinic—a kitten came in with 
a broken tail. d 


b. She was mobbed by her autograph- 


Imagine a day with your frie C seeking fans when she left her house. } 
ten years fro m to day. Re oe c. She was finishing an article fora glam- 


orous magazine and lost track of time. 


S quiz with her and guess wh 1 __d. She got an unexpected phone call from 
s the President of the United States and 
answers she'll pick for herse NP didn’t want to cut her short. 


Ae 


| Your friend tells you about her new place. 
What's it like? 


You've had a fun day together. What 
does your friend say when she drops you 


off at home? 


c. “It was great 
to see you. Let’s do it 
again the next time 
I’m in the U.S.A.” 


a. “Same time 
next Friday?” 


b. “Ciao, baby!” | d. “See ya later, 
alligator” (same thing 
she says now) 


Meeta Junioy \ 
Feguard 
Lf 


00k Up | 
Getatin taf | 


Throwa Summer 
Camival 


"uy/ Awan 18° 
Sunny! 
Camp Fun 


story Contes! 
Winners 


ASweet @ 
Valentine ~~ 
Party 


Brrri 
Warm Up 
with Hot Ideas ne 


Pssst! “ 
IstEverOK ¢—° 
to Tell a Secret? NJ 


Getting ready for our 10th pirthd?Y 
sure has brought back some extra-special 
memories. We’ve laughed at our funniest 
jokes and silliest quizzes. We've looked 
over all ounfun erafts and parties. We've 
even cringed at mistakes we’ve made. & 
But most of all, we’ve shared stories about 

the wonderful girls od who read, write to, 
and star in American Girl—stories about girls 


like you. Here’s our salute to all the great 


girls who make AG great, too! | AGS 
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n Facts 


issue, we find out which features readers like best. Here are some of your all-time favorites! 


Top Contest: 
Pet Trick Photos, 
March/April 2000 


Top Cover: 
March/April 2000 


Top Craft: 
Pen Pals, 

November/ 
December 
1999 


’ for instructions at 
F americangirl.com. 


More Facts 
and Figures 


States with the most 
subscribers: 


Wry 


Average age of 


AG readers: 11 AAY 
= 


Top Heart to 
Heart Topic: 
Embarrassing 


“| Moments, 


January/ 
February 2002 


Top Amelia: 


“A Big Bully’—Amelia 

: Number of letters 
clashes with the class bully. EE 
January/February 1998 AG since it started: 


more than 500,000 FZ 


AG reader name with the most 
different spellings: 


ub au 
Top Gift Idea: Caitin 
“Gifts and Goodies”—make per- Koutlin 
sonalized presents in tiny tins. 


Raiklyn Korelyn 


November/December 2001 


Photos—Gifts and Goodies: Chris Hynes/Hot Shots, Dave Jordano; Pen Pals: Mike Walker; Cover credits on page 2. Il ‘trations—Keri Smith; Heart to Heart: Laura Cornell; Cat toys: Paul Meisel; Amelia: Marissa Moss. 


ut Top Friend Tips: y a \ot of pest friends. 
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It can be 
reat t nave 
Oh at to 
ave one best friend. AY It can be EF° JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2003-22. 
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We follow up with some of the stories you’ve loved. 


Fanny, the Police Dog 

In March 1995, we introduced you 
to Fanny, a golden retriever who 
went to school to become a guide 
7) dog for blind people. Fanny didn’t 
make the grade as a guide dog, 
but she did get a job with the Connecticut State 
Police. She served until 2000, helping Trooper 


Michael Weinstein 


Michael Wynn train other police dogs and doing 
some doggy detective work herself. Today she 
lives happily with Trooper Wynn and his family. 


Sweetie, the Chincoteague Pony 

In July 1996, we told you how Mandy A. adopted 
a tiny pony named Sweetie 7 u 
from Chincoteague ‘ 
Island—the real-life setting 
of the classic book Misty of _< 
Chincoteague. Mandy and 


Medford Taylor 


Sweetie grew up together. Today Sweetie’s a 


successful show horse, and Mandy’s a member 


Mandy and Sweetie ‘ 
at a show in 2002 IP M ©6@©—S_— of her college’s equestrian team. 


Abbey F., the Inventor of Makin Bacon 
In March 1995, we told the story of Abbey F, 
then 11, who invented a dish for cooking no-mess 1 
microwave bacon. Abbey was well on her way 
to success back then, but no one guessed just 
how successful she’d be. Abbey and her dad 
have turned Makin Bacon into a business that 


earns nearly two million dollars a year! 


Se ‘ 
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William McKenzie Smith 


Courtesy Nickelodeon 


Gymnasts Jamie Dantzscher and 
Vanessa Atier 


In January 1996, we introduced 
you to friends Jamie and Vanessa, 
then members of the USA Junior 
National Gymnastics Team. Both 


© Jamie and Vanessa kept on com- 


2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia! Still friends, 
Vanessa’s now a college student and gymnastics 
coach, while Jamie’s a star gymnast at UCLA. 


Stephanie, Officer Jim Wahl, ane 
his canine partner Tiko, whose 
vest Stephanie supplie! 


On Location Specialty Photographs by Gary Shults 


Amanda Bynes AZ 
TT In January of 2000, we 
s. 4... took you behind the scenes of 


/ The show became a huge hit, and 
=. last summer Amanda had her 

* first starring roll in a feature film, 
= the comedy Big Fat Liar. Today 
sitcom, The WB’s What I Like 
About You, and a new movie, What a Girl Wants. 


she’s gotanew 


. peting, and Jamie even went to the 


—< 


© The WB/Ron Batzdorff 


Jamie with Olympic 
teammates Amy q 
Chow (at left) ang 


Dominique Dawes 


ern 


Tom Theobald/Zuma Press 


Stephanie T., the Founder of Vest-A-Dog 
In March 2000, we told you how Stephanie T., then 
11, raised money to buy bulletproof vests for police 
dogs after she read about a dog who was shot and 
killed on duty. Since AG first talked to Stephanie, 
she’s collected enough money to buy vests for more 
than 1,000 dogs—that’s about half a million dollars! 
Stephanie also told her story in Chicken Soup for the 


Preteen Soul, inspiring many other kids to help out 


‘9 ss) 


with her cause. 


Amanda with Jennie Garth, who 


lays A 's big si 
What I Like About You Plays Amanda’s big sis on 


Seren trices ane 


7] There’s always more to learn about a frieng 
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hen and Now 


’s how things have changed since AG first came into girls’ worlds. 


1993 


Number of AG subscribers 160,000 


2003 


650,000 


Most common names 
for 10-year- 
old girls 


Jennifer Oessica Emily Jessica 
Wark Dar on 


Real friends say—and show—they’re sorry When they mak 
e mistakes QD id 
. Friends aren’ ‘ - 
a t always alike. Friends respect each other. ey 


4.993 fashions: Carrie Branovan; 2003 fashions: Monica Skeisvoll; Full House courtesy ABC; So Little Time courtesy ABC Family. 


Photos: 


Dear American Girl, 
girltt used to be a 


but when I readan article about 


I realized now other 
andi quit 


others 


You made me a new American 


pully at school, 


pullies in your magazine, 
people must feel when Tact likea pully, 


pullying people around. Now Ttry to treat 
asi would Like to be treated. You’re the pest! 


Thank you, 


Chel | . 


Age 10, ebraska 


Dear amerlt can Girls 
+ne very first 


Katie ‘ 
i alia lpctll 


“Sak 


es friends are forever. 


) A friend is someone you can count on. & True friends are h metin 
one: 
st and fair, & Friend sa 
iendships can end...but $° 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2003 25 


& Hundveds of years ago, the Germans were the first to throw birthalay parties for Kids. 


iS) 
o 


A girl in Ecuador is 
often named after a saint. 
So instead of celebrating 
on her birthday, she has 
an afternoon tea party 
on her saint’s day. 


In Peru, the birthday 
girl is queen for a day! 
She wears a paper 

crown, and her guests 
wear paper party hats. 


AMERICAN GIRL 


AG has 2,042 readers in 101 foreign countries]. 


Ifyou’re a guest at | 
aCanadian girl's"... 
birthday party, don’t " 
be surprised if you find 


ee 
ve 
88 
*e 
ee 
Se 


acoin in your piece of 
cake. That means you 
get the first turn at all 
the party games! 


Forget the cake— 
candy veggies arethe 
tasty treat at fiestasin " 
Brazil. The birthday 
girl gives her guests 
beautiful sweets 
shaped like fruits 
and vegetables. 


a What a great gift in 
” Germany—birthday 
girls don’t have to do 
chores on their special 
day, and teachers don’t 
assign any homework! 


An Israeli girl’s 
birthday cake shows 
her favorite thing. 

If she’s crazy for cats, 


then her cake is shaped 
like a cute kitty! 


At Australian birthday 
parties, guests eat Fairy 
Bread—buttered bread 
covered with tiny, colorful 
candy sprinkles. 


; —- 0, 


{ , (} 
&°'@S' @- 
bar D : 


> Birthdays in Nigeria 
are considered extra- 


 - 
> a 


special when you turn 
1,5, 10, and 15 years 
old. That’s when the 
parties are huge— 
with 100 guests 

or more! X 


Gibbon 


iilustrations: Rebecca 
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= plain sticker sheet 
(available at scrap- 
book stores) 

a Sticker or an image 
from a magazine 

= SCrap paper 

u glitter (microfine 
works best) 

= folded card stock 

= glue stick 


Remove backing from Press cutout or sticker Sprinkle glitter over Glue glitter sheet to 
sticker sheet. Lay sticker to sticker sheet. Slide a sticker sheet, covering it front of folded card. Cover 
sheet sticky side up on piece of scrap paper under completely. Shake extra card with scrap paper and 
work surface. sticker sheet. glitter off sticker sheet gently rub so that sheet 

| and onto scrap paper, then _sticks to card. Write a 
pour extra glitter back greeting inside. 


Photos: Radlund Photography Illustrations: Tracey Wood 


into glitter pot. 
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Create glitter sheets, then 
cut them into strips. Use 

4 paper-punch shapes to make 
decorative borders. 


Ceercccecces 


Cut glitter sheets into 
letters, such as an F 
for “friend”! 


Accent cards with sparkly 
objects, such as fabric 
appliqués or rhinestones. x 


Ideas are from 1 bit 
from American Girl Library. 
Look for it in bookstores 


this March. 


Use a regular paper punch 
to cut out dots. 
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oS “ ~—a lizabeth Ann lived in Notaspleasantville, 
Wisconsin, which was just down the 
road from Pleasantville. The founders 


fee = whonamed Notaspleasantville actually 
hough it was very nice, but the name Pleasantville 
was already taken. 

Elizabeth Ann was friendly but quiet, and 
she was an excellent student. She wasn’t stuck 
up about it, and not everything came naturally. 
What she loved doing most was writing. She 
wanted to be a famous writer when she grew 
up, but she could not write a whole story yet. She 
would get partway through what she thought 
would be a wonderful story, and then she would 
run out of ideas or plot or new characters or 
interest. She had a desk at home bulging with 
half-finished stories. 


Everyone knew Elizabeth Ann was a capable 
person. Teachers liked her because she was trust- 
worthy. Her friends liked her because she was 
game for just about anything. Everyone figured 
that Elizabeth Ann could do pretty much whatever 
you asked of her. But none of them knew that she 
could not sing. 

Elizabeth Ann had been able to hide her inability 
to sing. Whenever her class had music, she opened 
her mouth and pretended to sing along. Sometimes 
she even made little breathy noises. But nothing 
tunelike ever issued from her lips. None of her 
teachers ever suspected a thing, and none of her 
friends and fellow classmates seemed to notice, 
either. Since no one was ever going to blow the 
whistle on her, Elizabeth Ann figured she could go 
on like this forever. Boy, was she wreng. 


Ta] hen Elizabeth Ann reached 
the fifth grade, a special 
music teacher, Mrs. Cheddar, 


would visit the class twice a 
week. Mrs. Cheddar was a wonder. She could 
sing, accompany herself on the piano, and play 
the ukulele, bass guitar, dulcimer, triangle, and 
spoons. Most wondrous of all, she had legs 


about three inches in diameter that nonetheless ~~ 


supported her tank-like body. Elizabeth Ann 
would sit during music pretending to sing, but 
really she was eyeing Mrs. Cheddar’s legs and 
waiting for them to collapse. It lent a certain 
disaster-averted poignancy to every music class. 
One day, after Mrs. Cheddar had successfully 
conducted the class in a rousing chorus of “I Love 
the Piney Trees of Northern Wisconsin,” she 
announced that her birthday was next week. 


“Did you know it’s also American Girl magazine’s 


birthday? My mother says that in Pleasantville, 
they are throwing balloons out of all the windows,” 
said Martin. 

“Yes,” said Sarah. 
She had a likeability 
quotient second only 
to Elizabeth Ann’s. 

“And they have 7 
decorated their cows C4 
with streamers.” 

“Yes, yes, but my birthday is the important 
one!” said Mrs. Cheddar. “Next week on January 
30, I will turn fabulous fifty. Fabulous, fabulous, 
full-of-life, many-years-to-come, not-dead-yet fifty.” 
She smiled at them as if she expected a reaction, 
but, really, no one had any idea what to say. 

“That’s nice,” said Sarah finally. 

“No, not nice, fabulous,” corrected Mrs. 
Cheddar. “My fabulous fifty lands on Thursday. 

I plan to commemorate it by choosing one special 


be the lucky soloist?” 
Many hands shot up. It amazed Elizabeth Ann 
that so many children wanted to sing alone in 


front of everyone. Her hand would never shoot 
up. She would rather be eaten by dogs. That was 
when Mrs. Cheddar said, “Elizabeth Ann, I have 
selected you.” 


Elizabeth Ann froze. Her breath stopped coming 


with the kind of dependable regularity that she 
had foolishly grown to take for granted. This isn't 
happening, she thought. Her hand shot up after all. 


“Yes?” said Mrs. Cheddar. She was flitting about 
the room saying “fabulous, fabulous, fabulous” 
to herself. 

“Please do not pick me,” said Elizabeth Ann. 

“Too late, darling. I have picked you,” replied 
Mrs. Cheddar. 

“Tm sure almost anyone would do a better job 
than me,” said Elizabeth Ann. 

“Oh, don’t be modest. I hate modesty,” said 
Mrs. Cheddar. “We must all flaunt ourselves. We 
are all fabulous.” 

Elizabeth Ann went home that day with a heavy 
heart. Perhaps it wouldn’t be so bad. Perhaps a 
large bird of prey would pick her up and fly her too 
close to the sun and she would burst into flame. 

eo 
hat week Elizabeth Ann didn’t get 
much sleep. She didn’t eat much 


either. She went around like a limp 
i piece of bait. 

January 30 rolled around on a snowy, blustery 
day. “Elizabeth Ann, what is the matter?” asked 
her mother at breakfast. 

“It’s Mrs. Cheddar’s birthday...” began 
Elizabeth Ann. 

“Oh, heavens,” said her mother, “that reminds 
me. Over in Pleasantville, it’s American Girl maga- 
zine’s birthday, too! I must organize the clowns!” 

Elizabeth Ann’s mother was a party planner. 
Elizabeth Ann nodded glumly. She left the house 
wishing for a blizzard that would close the school. 
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But no, at ten thirty on the dot, in rolled the 
piano with a distressingly festive Mrs. Cheddar. 


“Hello, children!” she called happily. 

“Happy birthday,” said the children. 

“You remembered!” said Mrs. Cheddar, getting 
teary-eyed and completely ignoring the Happy 
Birthday banner she had nailed to the piano. 

“Elizabeth Ann, come on up and sing, darling, 
sing!” said Mrs. Cheddar. 

Elizabeth Ann stood up as slowlysas she could. 
She walked to the piano with leaden legs. This 
was unquestionably the worst moment of her life. 
She had been telling herself that the anticipation 
was always worse than the thing dreaded. Uh-oh, 
she thought, so much for that theory. Mrs. Cheddar 
struck the first chords of “Happy Birthday.” 
Elizabeth Ann opened her mouth and hoped for 
amiracle. Nothing came out. 

“Elizabeth Ann, ” said Mrs. Cheddar gaily, “you 
missed your cue. Should we start again?” 


.~--- Elizabeth nodded her head. Her mouth was too 


dry for words. She could barely swallow. She 
wondered if her throat could pucker up, turning 
prunelike, until it choked all the air out of her 
esophagus and she fell over in a spectacular death 
in front of the whole fifth-grade class. She was so 
busy wondering that she missed her cue again. 

“Ha, ha, ha, Elizabeth Ann!” said Mrs. Cheddar, 
chortling in high spirits. 

When Mrs. Cheddar struck up “Happy 
Birthday” for the third time, Elizabeth Ann had 
an idea. If she could make up stories, now was the 
time for a whopping good one. She leaned over 
and whispered in Mrs. Cheddar’s ear, “Got to go. 
Farmer Curds has been having trouble with his 
cows. And there they go—escaped cows!” 

“Where?” said Mrs. Cheddar, faintly. She didn’t 
see any cows, but Elizabeth Ann had already 
grabbed her boots and coat and had dashed out- 
side. Elizabeth Ann didn’t know where she was 
going. All she knew was that she wasn’t coming 
back until Mrs. Cheddar’s birthday was over. 


She wondered if her throat could 
pucker up, turning prunelike, until 
it choked all the air out of her 
esophagus and she fell over ina 
spectacular death in front of the 
whole fifth-grade class. 


°@. rs. Mozzarella, the school princi- 
pal, happened to be gazing out 
the window when Elizabeth Ann 
_ ran by. My goodness, she said to 
herself, where in the world can an exemplary stu- 
dent like Elizabeth Ann be going on such a frosty 
morning? And Mrs. Mozzarella grabbed her 
boots and ran after her. 

Elizabeth Ann stopped and waited for Mrs. 
Mozzarella to catch up. 

“Where are you going?” asked Mrs. Mozzarella. 

“It all started because of Mrs. Cheddar’s 
birthday...” 

“Really? Did you know that over in Pleasantville, 
it's American Girl magazine’s birthday, too?” 

“So I’ve heard,” said Elizabeth Ann. “Anyhow, 
I was supposed to sing ‘Happy Birthday,’ but 
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I couldn’t, and then suddenly, looking out the 
window, I saw Farmer Curds’ cows,” explained 


Elizabeth Ann. Then she got a dreamy look in her 


eye, and a strange thing happened to her. Instead 
of trying to make up a story, she began to see it 
unfold in her mind’s eye. And as she saw it, she 
believed it. “So I ran out to catch them, but then 
I saw Farmer Curds in a cowboy outfit on a horse, 
and he seemed to be herding the cows in the 
.” She stopped. This part had not 
quite come to her yet. Then suddenly she had 
it. “The public library!” 

“Don’t be ridiculous,” said Mrs. Mozzarella. 


direction of.. 


“Anyone can sing ‘Happy Birthday.’ Well, go help 
Farmer Curds with the cows if you must. I can’t 
imagine why he’s taking them to the library. I’m 


sure Miss Parmesan will never let them in. She 
likes to keep milk off the books. And don’t stay 
out too long. The weather is simply biting.” 


ecause Elizabeth Ann imagined the 
cows headed toward the library, she 
went there in a daze, uncertain what 
she would do when she got there. In 
the children’s room, Miss Parmesan was busy 
putting up a display. “Why, Elizabeth Ann,” she 
said, “what are you doing out of school?” 

“Well, it all started with Mrs. Cheddar’s birth- 
day,” said Elizabeth Ann. 

“What a coincidence. It’s American Girl 
magazine’s birthday, too! The Whistle Stop Café 
baked four hundred cupcakes for their jubilee.” 

“What are they going to do with all those cup- 
cakes?” asked Elizabeth Ann. 

“It’s the magazine staff, dear,” whispered Miss 
Parmesan. “Once they start oat cupcakes, « 
they just can’t stop. 
The writers, though, 
are gorging on f 
cheese. There’s not | , 
enough cheese in 
Wisconsin to keep 


a writer happy.” 

“Oh, dear,” said Elizabeth Ann, because she 
preferred cupcakes to cheese. Would she ever 
be a real writer? “Anyhow, I was supposed to sing 
‘Happy Birthday’ to Mrs. Cheddar, but I couldn’, 
and then out the window I saw these escaped cows 
with Farmer Curds herding them. They were 
headed toward the library.” 

Miss Parmesan gasped, but Elizabeth Ann went 
right on. “Farmer Curds was on a mission. He... 
he... he...” It wasn’t clear yet. Then suddenly she 
saw it all. “He wanted to ask you to marry him, but 
he realized he had no ring, so he was riding over to 
Gorgonzola’s Jewelry Store when suddenly he saw 
robbers coming out of the bank. They had made 
aclean sweep of the place. He had no choice but to 
because...” 


go after them because... because... 


“Because...” echoed Miss Parmesan breath- 
lessly, her eyes wide. 

“Because he was wearing a white hat,” finished 
Elizabeth Ann. 

“That’s ridiculous,” said Miss Parmesan. 

“It is?” asked Elizabeth Ann. 

“Yes, anyone can sing ‘Happy Birthday.’ Now, 
excuse me. I have to dash,” said Miss Parmesan, 
and, grabbing her coat and boots, flew out the door. 


: me lizabeth Ann was exhausted. The 
~~ events of this morning, whether real 
or not, had given her an appetite. She 
headed over to the Whistle Stop Café. 
“Have a seat, hon,” said Mrs. Jarlsberg. “What 


are you doing here? Why aren’t you in school?” 
“Well, it all started because it’s Mrs. Cheddar’s 
birthday,” began Elizabeth Ann, “and also, as it 
turns out, American Girl magazine’s.” 
“You're telling me,” said Mrs. Jarlsberg. “Saw 


the fireworks at dawn over Pleasantville. Scared 
the cows.” Mrs. ji . 


Jarlsberg placed free 
hot chocolate and 
doughnuts in front of jf 
Elizabeth Ann and ) 
settled across from f 
her in the booth. oe ? 

Elizabeth Ann went over the whole story again, 
beginning with not being able to sing “Happy 
Birthday” and ending with Miss Parmesan and 
Farmer Curds in a tree, where they had been 
chased by bears in the dead-of-winter woods of 
northern Wisconsin. 

“I still don’t see how they got up in that tree. 
Farmer Curds is no climber,” said Mrs. Jarlsberg, 
her eyes alight, dunking doughnuts and hanging 
on every word. 

“I don’t, either...” said Elizabeth Ann, delving 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2003 


35 


36 


“Oh, my gosh, it was aliens. They 
landed in Pleasantville to help 


American Girl magazine celebrate.’ oe Ben 


deeper into that part of her mind that saw it all 
unfolding. “Oh, my gosh, it was aliens. They landed 
in Pleasantville to help American Girl magazine 
celebrate, because the readers on Mars couldn’t 
wait for their birthday issues. (The magazine 
always comes a bit late on Mars, which bothers 
Martians no end because readers on Venus get 
theirs right on time.) Anyhow, before returning 
to Mars, the aliens put the two of them in a tree. 
Probably a little too much birthday punch. Farmer 
Curds realized that a diamond ring was not in 
keeping with his simple values, and he offered 
Miss Parmesan a ring made from a pine cone.” 
“Humph!” said Mrs. Jarlsberg. “Wouldn’t fancy 
that myself. What some men think women will 
put up with.” 
“No, but she /7kes it,” said Elizabeth Ann in 
awe. “She thinks it’s romantic.” " 
“She thinks that now, wait until she tries to pay ¢ 
the rent with acorns,” snorted Mrs. Jarlsberg. f 

“They’re going to live happily ever after,” said 
Elizabeth Ann, in wonder at her own certainty. 

“Well, anyhow, that’s ridiculous,” said Mrs. 
Jarlsberg. “Anyone can sing ‘Happy Birthday’.” 

“Mrs. Jarlsberg, table three!” 
called the short-order cook 
from behind the counter. 

“Gotta run, hon, and you 
should head back to school,” 
said Mrs. Jarlsberg, and 
grabbing her order pad, off 
she went. 

T should, thought 
Elizabeth Ann, sorry this 
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‘ morning was drawing to a close. When she got to 
“\ the school, Mrs. Cheddar was just coming out. 

“Elizabeth Ann!” she said. “What happened?” 

So Elizabeth Ann told her the whole story, 
leaving out the part about not being able to sing 
“Happy Birthday,” because no one ever believed 
that part anyway. 

“Hmmm,” said Mrs. Cheddar. “Do you know 
what I think?” 

“What?” asked Elizabeth Ann. 

“I think you’re a writer. Imagine, being a writer 
and a singer. You'll be really fabulous at fifty.” 

“Mrs. Cheddar, I cannot sing. I have no voice at 
all,” said Elizabeth Ann, and she was so frustrated 
that her eyes filled with tears. 

Mrs. Cheddar, who had been checking herself 
out in her compact, put it down and looked at 
Elizabeth Ann. “Nonsense,” she said. “You may 
not be able to sing but you have a voice.” 

“I do?” asked Elizabeth Ann. 


“Of course. We all have a voice. Yours is just 
tuneless and given to rather melodramatic story- 
telling, if you don’t mind a little friendly criticism.” 

“You’re the only one who believed me when I 
said I couldn’t sing,” said Elizabeth Ann in surprise. 

“That is because, apart from being fabulous 
at fifty, Ihave become wise. I am very, very 
wise. And I know that when someone trusts 
you enough to tell you who she really is, lumps 
and bumps, it’s a gift. And we all like gifts! Oh, 
pressies, pressies, presents for me! Now quick! 
To the car and to Pleasantville, because do you 
know what else I need?” 

“What?” asked Elizabeth Ann as they jumped 
into Mrs. Cheddar’s two-door coupe. 

“CUPCAKES!” screamed Mrs. Cheddar. And 
they zoomed down the road. X 


Meet the Author 


Polly Horvath 


Happy birthday to the 
fabulous Mrs. Cheddar. 
Happy birthday to yours 
truly and to everyone else 
with a birthday in January 
or February. And happy birthday to American 
Girl magazine! Cupcakes for all! 
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T he Aggle Gang 


iN 
A 
7 G @ 
k 
Blow Ov 

You'll need to suck in alot 
for these party dares 

D> 


Turn a glass upside down and 
place a deck of cards on top. Each 

player takes a turn blowing off as many 
cards as she can in one breath. Be 
careful! The one who blows off the 
bottom card is out. Play until you 
have a winner. 


us 2 


"ei 


yi 


Balloon Bounce 
Each player writes her name on a 
balloon, then drops it onto a towel. 
Holding the towel ends, players toss the 
balloons into the air, trying to keep 
theirs on the towel. If a balloon falls 
off, that player’s out and drops the 
towel. Play until you have one 
balloon and a winner! 


& (¢ ————— 


; j his 
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All answers/on page 40. 


& What do cats eat on their birthdays? Cake and mice cream! 
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ue anal Puff 
Hustle 
d /. Each team punches a hole through the 


bottom of a small styrofoam cup with nde Jo va S Cave h 


a pencil and slips it onto a string. Team 
pa ee ee) Player calcweate AG’s 10th birthday with a word 
must take a turn blowing her team’s cup 
to the end of the string. Flip the string 
and blow it back! The first team 
to finish, wins. 


search. Each time t-e-n appears on the 
word list, replace it with the number 10. 
Cross out the words in the puzzle, then put 
the remaining letters (left to right, top to 
bottom) on the lines below to spell out a 
message. Use each letter and number once! 


& What do ghosts always serve at birthday parties? Sheet cakes. - 
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The Aggie Gang 


Alicia spilled a box of ribbons. To prevent them from tangling, she must start with the 


ribbon on top of the pile, then work her way to the bottom ribbon. What’s the order of 


ribbons Alicia should try? 


Top Ribbon: 


Use the decoder to unscramble the answer 
to this riddle. 


1‘/ 


‘ 
~Q. O04: 
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What kind of cakes do grumpy people like? 


Le al et > fe 
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ie What is the favorite game at bunny birthday parties? Musical hares. a Gn Knock, knock. Who’s there? Doughnut. 


rie 


’s not wrapped yet! YP Is Amber eating cake in the bathtub? Don’t worry! It’s a sponge cake. 


Doughnut who? Doughnut peek! | bought your birthday present and it 


Here are some of our favorite American girls from the last ten years. 
Can you guess who they are? Turn the page to find out! 


| love to 
cwl vp with a 
geod book. 


| 

“Bold” and bright? 

ave two words to 
describe me! yr. 


I'm one 
smart cookie! 


Do you believe In 


magic? | dol 
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Last fall, Lisa 
Frank debuted her ’ 
colorful fashions : Sts Judy Blume’s 
for girls. as newest book is 

Double Fudge. 


Fr ci 
°m Septembet!© 


7) ve , 
Y ‘e) 
Y/Fepruary 


preust 1999 
\ 


Michelle Kwan = 
i fo) 
was voted “favorite 3 
female athlete” at 3 
® 

Oo 

S 


y 4 ‘ 
Playing for the 
Washington Freedom 
women’s soccer 
team, Mia Hamm 
Still scores! 


last summer’s Teen 
Choice Awards! 


7 | i 
Nis. Fields's cookie 
business turned 25 
last year—and has sold 
more than one billion 
i cookies! + 


yo 


Melissa Joan 
Hart is leading a 
charmed life—on 

“Sabrina, the 

“a Teenage Witch.” 
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Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 


1. It’s your birthday! 
Would you rather get: 


a. One great big gift? 
ee SS———————— 
b. Lots of little ones? 


2. Who’s your favorite 
Harry Potter character? 


a. Harry 

b. Ron 

d. Hagrid 

e. | don’t like any! 


f. Someone not on this list 


3. What’s under your 
bed? 


a. A_spotlessly clean floor 


b. Some dust bunnies and 
boxes, but nothing too 


c. A heaping mound of 
clothes and toys that 
Mom told me to put away 


All About 


4. What’s your favorite 
amusement park ride? 


a. Roller coaster 


b. Ferris wheel 
c. Merry-go-round 
d. Tilt-a-whirl 


e. A water ride 


5. Do you sing in the 
shower, or are you the 
soapy silent type? 


a. | sing! 


6. If you could choose, 

would you rather stay the 
age you are now or be an 
adult? 


kids have more fun! 


Adults have fewer rules! 


a. I'd rather stay my age— 


b. I'd want to be grown-up. 


These are 10 of our favorite Poll questions from the 
last 10 years. Write your answers here, then turn the page 
to see how closely you match with other AG readers! 


7. Which award would 
you most like to win 
someday? 


a. Olympic gold medal 


. Oscar for best actress 7 


c. Grammy for best pop 
singer 

d. Pulitzer Prize for great 
writing 


e. Nobel Peace Prize 


8. If you could have one 
superpower, what ability 
would you like to have? 


a. Be invisible 


b. Have superhuman 
strength 


c. See into the future 


=) 


9. You’ve won $15 in 
a contest and can spend 
it anywhere you want— 
or save it. Where would 
you go? 


a. Candy store 
b. Clothing store 
d. Music store 
e. Toy store 


f. Bank 


10. Which quality do 
you value most in a friend? 


b. Loyal, keeps promises 
c. Popular 


d. Lives nearby 
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1. You like lots of littles! A huge 
number— 83%—would rather 
have piles of presents 
than one big gift. 


7. These trophies took the prize: 


Pulitzer for great writing: 


2. Hermione barely beat out Harry as your 


favorite Potter person: 


8. Your top three superpowerful wishes are to 
fly, to see into the future, and to be invisible. 


9. You are supersavers! The first place you'd 
take your money is the bank, followed by the 
bookstore and then a clothing store. 


3. More than half of you—51%—keep dust 10. You are a true friend! Here’s what you 
bunnies under your bed. But 25% of you value most in your buds: 
stash everything while 24% keep the floor 
under your bed clean. 


4. Hold on tight! Your favorite amusement 
park rides are: 


Other: 12% 
Lives nearby: 2% 
Popular: 0% 


= 2 has 

. iS “ S = 
5. While 65% of you sing in the shower, 35% 
remain sudsy and silent. 


6. It’s great to be a kid! That’s what 72% 
of you say, while 28% can’t wait to grow up. 


92) Since 1995, American Girl has received more than 110,000 responses to the AG Folll 
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H Alicia spilled a box of ribbons. To prevent them from tangling, she must start with the 
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ribbon on top of the pile, then work her way to the bottom ribbon. What's the order of 
ribbons Alicia should try? 
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‘Your friend tells you about her new place. 
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all year long! 


Look for more birthday surprises \, 
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HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
For my birthday, I am inviting 
two of my friends over. But 
‘one of them really, really hates 
the other girl. How can I make 
them be the best of friends? 
Ln fhe Middle 
You can’t. If you really think they 
won’t get along, don’t risk ruining 
your birthday by forcing bickering 
buds together. Instead, spend time 
with each of them separately. Go 
out with one of them during the 
day, and invite the other to sleep 
over that night. You’ll have a much 
happier birthday that way. 

see 
Dear American Girl, 
I’m having a huge party and 
boys are invited. I don’t really 
know what they like or what 
they eat. What should I do? 
Bo 4) oh, bo y! 
Boys eat what girls eat. Pizza, 
popcorn, nachos, trail mix, chips, 
and other finger foods are good 
bets. A make-your-own-sundae bar 
will be a hit with everyone, too. 
Plan some active games or sports 
for your party, which should help 
the boys—and the girls!—have fun. 


Stay away from activities that only 


girls want to do, such as painting 
nails. Everybody likes music, so 
have your guests take turns being 
DJs, or just ask them to bring their 
favorite CDs to the party. To take 
a break, pop in a movie that will 
appeal to everyone. Comedies and 
movies with great special effects 
are crowd pleasers. Have fun! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I was invited to a birthday party, 
said I'd go, and totally forgot 
about it! I was at a restaurant 
with my other friends, and the 
birthday group arrived and sat 
right by us. Everyone saw me, 
including the birthday girl. I feel 
awful. Should I say anything or 
just pretend it never happened? 


Odes 


Apologize to this girl in person. 
Tell her that you just forgot about 
the party and that you feel terrible. 
Most important of all, tell her 
that you’re extremely sorry. Also, 
it wouldn’t hurt to give her a late 
birthday. present to show you really 
mean it. If you can’t talk to her 
in person, you should write her 
an apology letter. She might still 
be mad at you, but at least you'll 
know you did the right thing. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I really want to go rock climb- 
ing and then have a sleepover 
for my birthday, but one of my 
best friends hates rock climb- 
ing. I want her to come, but I 
don’t want to change my plans. 
What should I do? 
Dirthday arty Blues 
It’s nice of you to think about 
what your friend likes, but it’s 
your birthday, so you should plan 
a party that you think is fun. If 
your friend doesn’t want to go 
rock climbing, don’t give her a 
hard time about it. Tell her she 
can just come for the sleepover 


part of the day. 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
When I have a party, my friends 
take over. They start suggesting 
their games and activities, and 
we don’t get to do any of the fun 
games / planned. Help! 
Parry crushed 
When guests get bored, they come 
up with their own ideas for fun, so 
make sure you plan a party with 
lots of variety. Also, try breaking up 
all the activities by serving food 
often. For example, start your party 
with an active game or two, then 
break for a snack, then do a craft, 
then have cake, and so on. That 
will make it easier to keep your 
party under your control. if guests 
do get out of hand, remember that 
it helps to have an adult step in to 
get the party back on track. 
x 

Dear American Girl, 
All my friends get invited to lots 
of parties, but I don’t. Even my 
really good friend did not invite 
me to a party she had. I get 
really jealous. What can I do? 

oo joa lous 
How about throwing your own 


party? You don’t have to wait 
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until your birthday to have a bash. 


Invite a few friends to a weekend 
sleepover, have some pals over 
for a Valentine’s Day party, or get 
together for hot chocolate and 
sledding. If you make an effort to 
invite friends over, they’ll be more 
likely to invite you back. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I went to my friend’s birthday 
party and we watched a scary 


movie that I didn’t want to watch. 


T didn’t want to stand up to her, 
because it was her birthday. 
What should I have done? 
Scar Movie 

This is a sticky situation. A good 
guest usually goes along with 
what the hostess has planned. 
But if spooky movies are just too 


much for you, be polite about 


saying no. You could have taken 
your friend aside and said, “Scary 
movies freak me out too much. 
Do you have a good book | can 
read while the rest of you watch 
it?” That way, your friend wouldn’t 


have felt pressured to change her 


>party plans, and you could have 


skipped the show. 


x 


Advice from You 

“I have some simple advice for 
girls who don’t like staying the 
night at a sleepover party. You 
can tell the hostess before- 
hand that you won't be staying 
overnight, and ask if you can 
just come back to the party in 


the morning. F’Ve done it, and 
it works. Some of the girls 
didn’t even realize that | left!” 


Lawen BP 
Age 14, California 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


While 
we 
OWN 10th bj were researchin 
these oth irthday, we cam ote 
er big birth Ney € across 
in 2003: 


Join the party and see 
what it was like to make 
our birthday issue! 
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1 liked to play soccer, draw, and write stories. 


orite drawings are the things 


People. My fav 
on the phone. 


1 doodle while I'm talking 


When | was five, my parents 


gave me a dark blue 
bicycle with a sparkly 
silver “panana” seat. 

1 thought my bike was 


the coolest thing ever. 


ameéricangirl.com 


Can’t sleep? We'll give you 


great tips on getting your Z Z Ls: 


AG readers rate fun pet products. 


See the winners of our hairdo contest! 


